


Since 2012, Malinc Publishing House has been 
publishing quality children’s literature, striving at the 

same time to expand the literary diversity of the 
Slovenian book market. We are devoted to publish 

authors from Spanish-speaking countries, as well 
as distinctive ones representing minority literatures 
linked to Spanish culture, such as Basque, Catalan 

and Galician writers. We also publish in Slovene 
authors and books from less known literatures 

from Europe and beyond. Through our program of 
reading promotion projects, we put academic 

knowledge into practice. Besides all this, we develop 
courses for reading mentors and organize literary 
events and visits of foreign authors. We promote 

and raise this way general reading literacy and 
intercultural and linguistic competences, while 

focusing on inclusion and involvement of 
vulnerable groups, especially dyslexic readers.



Summary: The protagonists of Two Wise Hippos, Huberto and Marcelo, use to sit under a 
London pane's shadow and spend a lot of time throwing mud balls into the brook. They 

talk to other animals, though (Carmela the elephant and Tanami the giraffe are among 
them) and sometimes try to do important things, like helping grasshoppers and 

commissioning paintings. They like to pose grave questions: How to make a bouquet of 
rhymes? How wide is the summer? Who is fundamental in this world? Why should we read 

a lighter book? How long does a downpour last? How to count penguins? The 21 short 
stories comprised in Two Wise Hippos are clear and short, poetic and tender, hilarious and 

wise.

Peter Svetina is a writer, professor and translator from Slovenia. He writes for children, young adults 
and adults, but his work often crosses the borders between different target audiences. Svetina’s 

works often play with occurrences and images arising from his everyday life, and have been 
translated into English, German, Spanish, Korean, Polish, Latvian, Estonian, and Lithuanian. His books 

have received some of the most prestigious national and international awards and are immensely 
popular among literary critics and young readers alike. His name was included in the shortlist of the 

2020 Hans Christian Andersen Award.

Francisco Tomsich is an artist and author born in Uruguay in 1981. He produces exhibitions, 
publications, works for the stage, research models and pedagogical devices since 2003, operating 

with different media, languages and tongues.

Two Wise Hippos

Author: Peter Svetina
Illustrations: Francisco Tomsich

Technical details:
Originally written in Slovene

Size: 148 x 210, 108 pages
Key words: animals, hippos, friendship,

kindness, humour

Rights sold to: Portugal and Turkey



Summary: Time is always precious, especially when you spend it with those people who you miss 
the most, even if you still have to get to know them. When they knock on your door, the world turns 
upside down. Even those things that you could not understand until today, eventually start making 

sense.

Patricija Peršolja works as a speech and language therapist and deaf educator and is the author of many 
stories for children and young adults. She started publishing stories in magazines for children and wrote a 

series of children’s stories for the Slovene National Radio. In 2013 she was nominated for the Veronikina 
nagrada, the literary award given to the year’s best collection of poems, with her first book of poetry, 

Gospodinjski blues.

Polona Lovšin is an illustrator and a painter. She has illustrated numerous of picture books and textbooks, 
and regularly collaborates with the most important Slovenian children's magazines such as Zmajček, Cicido, 

Ciciban and Kekec. She lives and works in Ljubljana, but often travels due to her exhibitions abroad and 
collaborates with important publishing houses such as Pan Macmillan, Penguin Books and Templar 

Publishing.

Just Five More Minutes

Author: Patricija Peršolja
Illustrations: Polona Lovšin

Technical details:
Originally written in Slovene

Size: 190 x 210, 36 pages
Key words: father and son, family,

loneliness, time

Rights sold to: Turkey



Nikolaj The Gymnast
Chases Away the Wicked Thief

Author: Klarisa Jovanovič
Illustrations: Štefan Turk

Technical details:
Originally written in Slovene

Size: 190 x 210, 36 pages
Key words: society, right and wrong, 

health, humour

Rights sold to: North Macedonia

Summary: Nikolaj the Gymnast is Klarisa Jovanovič's first picture book. It tells the story of a gymnast 
who detects a thief while doing his exercises in the park. The scene makes him so angry that he 

decides to catch him. The thief steals a baby's rattle and, on another occasion, a magnifying glass 
from an old lady who visits the park. The thief’s third criminal attempt in a row consists in trying to 

steal the tablecloth which a poor man puts on his table to embellish it on Sundays. This time, 
Nikolaj  will catch him and recuperate all the stolen items. Nikolaj the Gymnast is written in verse, in 

a humorous and very skilful way. Even if posing the ethical question of whether stealing is 
acceptable or not, it does it without moralizing.

Klarisa Jovanović is professor of French and a comparative literature graduate. She translates mainly from 
Greek, but also from Serbian, Croatian, Macedonian, Italian and French. She has published three books of 
poetry. In 2007, she published the poem Zgiban prek Mure, which was nominated for the best debut next 
year. Her poem Izgnana was nominated for Veronikina nagrada, the literary award given to the year’s best 

collection of poems.  She is also an interpreter of poems set to music and folk songs.

Štefan Turk graduated in art history from the University of Trieste and studied painting with the renowned 
Trieste painter and educator prof. Nino Perizi. He is a painter, an illustrator and a fine arts teacher. He works as 

a co-mentor in various children artists' colonies and runs art workshops for children. He regularly publishes 
his illustrations in the magazine Seagull and has collaborated with Ciciban and Mavrica.



The Girl who Delivered Bread

Author: Peter Svetina
Illustrations: Jokin Mitxelena

Technical details:
Originally written in Slovene

Size: 230×220, 40 pages
Key words: friendship, first love, word games,

tenderness, humour

Summary: In Donostia there lived a boy who everyone called Jan Littlecross. When he still lived with 
his grandmother, she went with him to see the waves that approached the city from the open sea. 

These weren't little waves, foamy curls. No, they were waves that reached a height of three, four, five,
sometimes even eight meters, and broke against the sand of the shore, in front of the city. 

Peter Svetina is a writer, professor and translator from Slovenia. He writes for children, young adults and 
adults, but his work often crosses the borders between different target audiences. Svetina’s works often play 
with occurrences and images arising from his everyday life, and have been translated into English, German, 

Spanish, Korean, Polish, Latvian, Estonian, and Lithuanian. His books have received some of the most 
prestigious national and international awards and are immensely popular among literary critics and young 

readers alike. His name was included in the shortlist of the 2020 Hans Christian Andersen Award.

Jokin Mitxelena was born in San Sebastian in the Basque Country. He studied painting in Bilbao and worked 
as a teacher for ten years. During his teaching career he began illustrating. He has lived and worked in 

Germany since 1995 and has collaborated with major Spanish and other international publishers, not only as 
an illustrator, but also as an author. He has received several awards for his work. Slovenian readers can get to 

know him as the illustrator of The Girl who Delivered the Bread, the picture book written by Peter Svetina.



Juan Kruz Igerabide Sarasola is a poet, an author of numerous stories for children and teenagers and one of 
the most novel authors who write in Basque nowadays. In 2018 he received the National Prize for Children’s 

and Young Adults Literature, the most prestigious Spanish award in its field.

Mikel Valverde was born in Vitoria-Gasteiz, where he also lives. His dedication to illustration started from 
comics. He has published various picture books on his own and illustrated many others. In 2005, he was 

awarded with an international prize for his work as illustrator by Santa María Foundation.

Jonás y el frigorífico miedoso

Technical details:
Originally written in Spanish, Basque

Size: 210 x 190, 36 pages
Key words: fear, home alone,

problems of the youngest ones

Summary: Jonás is left alone at home as his mother must go 
to the store. Suddenly, he notices that everything is shaking 

out of fear. His heart, hands and even the refrigerator are 
shaking. But what is the refrigerator scared of? Jonás y el 

frigorifico miedoso is the first picture book from a collection 
that puts its protagonist in more or less common situations 

with a humorous note. These books introduce and discusses 
common feelings such as fear, sadness, happiness, anger...

La pena de Jonás

Technical details:
Originally written in Spanish, Basque

Size: 190 x 210, 36 pages
Key words: sadness, happiness, fight,

parents, problems of the youngest ones

Summary: Jonás is walking down the street with his parents. 
He is in a good mood and every time he is in a good mood, 

he wants to jump. He swings in the arms of his parents so 
that they stagger. But they also get into a fight. That makes 

Jonás sad. What does sadness taste like?

The Jonás collection

Author: Juan Kruz Igerabide Sarasola
Illustrations: Mikel Valverde



Jonás en apuros

Technical details:
Originally written in Spanish, Basque

Size: 190 x 210, 36 pages
Key words: temptation, ethics, honesty, lies

Summary: Jonás goes to the candy shop with his mother. 
He really wants his mother to buy him a chocolate egg, but 

does not say anything. Luckily, his hand is not so shy and 
takes it by herself. Will the other hand let him do that?

Jonás tiene un problema muy gordo

Technical details:
Originally written in Spanish, Basque

Size: 190 x 210, 48 pages
Key words: nocturnal enuresis, bed-wetting, hygiene, urination, witches, 

help, problems of the youngest ones

Summary: Approximately since his little sister was born, 
Jonás has been having a problem. Sometimes his problem 
disappears. Jonás is as worried as his parents. Will they be 

able to solve it despite the cunning witch?

El despertador de Jonás

Technical details:
Originally written in Spanish, Basque

Size: 190 x 210, 36 pages
Key words: brothers and sisters, new family member

Summary: Ever since his little sister was born, Jonás’s house 
has been smelling different. Even sounds have been 

different as Jonás has a new alarm clock. Its night ticking 
wakes Jonás up. Does the alarm clock measure only time? 
What if its ticking means something completely different?



Adiós Jonás!

Technical details:
Originally written in Spanish, Basque

Size: 190 x 210, 36 pages
Key words: fear, loss of orientation,

problems of the youngest ones

Summary: It is aunt Paula’s birthday and Jonás wants to give 
her a present. Right now. When his mother hurries to the 
store, Jonás hurries to his aunt Paula. He wants to come 

back before his mother does, but suddenly all the streets 
start looking the same. Adios Jonás is the sixth picture book 

in a collection that puts the protagonist in more or less 
common situations by adding a humorous note. Besides, it 

discusses common feelings such as fear, sadness, 
happiness, anger…



With a Finger on the Moon

Author: Juan Kruz Igerabide Sarasola
Illustrations: Mojca Sekulič Fo

Technical details:
Originally written in Slovene
Size: 146 × 209, 172 pages

Key words: poetic games, poetry for children,
imagination, riddles for children,
haikus for children, word games

Rights sold to: Portugal

Summary:The collection of poems Con un dedo en la luna takes the shape of the children’s game
hopscotch. Through reading, the poetic games move from the body and the physical to sounds, 

words, sensations and feelings. Poetry is a tool for imagination and it gives us an opportunity to 
explore different shapes of thoughts, feelings and sensations. Juan Kruz Igerabide invites children 
to understand and see themselves and the world around them in a completely new way through 

the lens of poetry.

Juan Kruz Igerabide Sarasola is a poet, an author of numerous stories for children and teenagers and one of the most 
novel authors who write in Basque nowadays. In 2018 he received the National Prize for Children’s and Young Adults 

Literature, the most prestigious Spanish award in its field.

Mojca Sekulič Fo graduated from the Faculty of Architecture, University of Ljubljana, but works as an illustrator and a 
designer. She masters various techniques. Using acrylic colours and combining them with metals and wood, for 

instance, she does not only illustrates, but also writes texts in dialogue with her images. She has participated in more 
than 30 individual and group exhibitions.



HELP FOR EDITORS AND TRANSLATORS OF SLOVENIAN LITERATURE:

Javna agencija za knjigo (Public Book Agency)
Metelkova 2b, 1000 Ljubljana

http://www.jakrs.si/
Contact: Katja Stergar (katja.stergar@jakrs.si)

Phone: +386 1 369 58 27
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